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INTERACTING WITH USER INTERFACE VIA
AVATAR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 12/814,237, filed on Jun. 11, 2010, and titled
“INTERACTING WITH USER INTERFACE VIA AVA-
TAR,” the entire disclosure of which is incorporated by ref-
erence.

BACKGROUND

Computer systems are increasingly being configured to
accept inputs from natural user interfaces (NUIs) that allow
users to interact with a computer system via natural, intuitive
motions. For example, a computing system may be config-
ured to accept user inputs in the form of user motions detected
by a camera, such as a depth-sensing camera. Images from the
camera are analyzed to locate people in the images, and to
track motions of those people over time. Filters may then be
used to determine whether a detected motion is a recognized
user input.

SUMMARY

Various embodiments are disclosed herein that relate to
interacting with a natural user interface via feedback provided
by an avatar presented on a display. For example, one dis-
closed embodiment provides a method of presenting a user
interface, wherein the method comprises receiving depth data
from a depth-sensing camera, locating a person in the depth
data, and mapping a physical space in front of the personto a
screen space of a display device. The method further com-
prises forming an image of an avatar representing the person,
outputting to the display device an image of a user interface
comprising an interactive user interface control, and output-
ting to the display device the image of the avatar such that the
avatar appears to face the user interface control. The method
further comprises detecting a motion of the person via the
depth data, forming an animated representation of the avatar
interacting with the user interface control based upon the
motion of the person, and outputting to the display the ani-
mated representation of the avatar interacting with the user
interface control.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the claimed subject
matter is not limited to implementations that solve any or all
disadvantages noted in any part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of an example use environ-
ment for a computing system comprising a camera as an input
device, and also illustrates a person interacting with an
embodiment of a user interface according to the present dis-
closure.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of an embodiment of a
computing system.

FIG. 3 illustrates one of two players interacting with
another embodiment of a user interface according to the
present disclosure.
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FIG. 4 illustrates the other of two players interacting with
the user interface embodiment of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 shows a flow diagram depicting an embodiment of
a method of presenting a user interface.

FIG. 6 shows a schematic depiction of a response of a user
interface avatar to a motion of a limb of a person according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One difficulty that may be encountered when using a
depth-sensing camera to detect gesture-based inputs for a
computing system may involve interactions with a user inter-
face presented on a display. A user interface may comprise
various controls selectable by a user to cause the execution of
actions by the computing system. In the case of a traditional
graphical user interface, a person may select a user interface
control by moving a cursor over the control via a mouse or
other cursor control device, by using a touch-screen input, or
in other such manners that involve no spatial ambiguity
between the user interface control and the user input mecha-
nism (cursor, finger, etc.).

However, when using a depth-sensing camera to detect
gesture-based inputs, some spatial ambiguity may exist when
mapping a motion made by a person to a movement of a
cursor on a user interface. For example, a length of a person’s
arms, a person’s height, a person’s orientation, a distance of
the person from the camera, etc. all may affect the perception
of'a person’s motion as viewed by the camera. Therefore, it
may be difficult to map the motion of the person’s limb to a
movement of the cursor relative to the user interface control in
a manner corresponding to the intent of the person.

One potential solution to overcoming such difficulties in
mapping player motion to cursor motion may be to calibrate
user motion to cursor motion. For example, a computing
device may ask a user to make a specified motion (e.g. move
your arm from a bottom left of the screen to a top right of the
screen), and then calibrate the detected range of motion of the
person’s arm to the screen of the display device. As a person
changes location and/or orientation to the screen, the person’s
motion may be tracked to update the mapping of the motion
perceived by the camera to the screen space.

However, such calibration steps may be time-consuming,
and also may be disruptive in a dynamic environment where
users may be entering and leaving a computing device during
ause session (e.g. a video game or other interactive entertain-
ment experience) over time. Therefore, embodiments are dis-
closed herein that relate to the presentation of a user interface
wherein an avatar representing a person currently using the
computing system is displayed along with a user interface.
Motions of the person are represented by motions of the
avatar, such that the motions of the avatar illustrate how the
motions of the user are perceived by the computing system.
The person may observe how the avatar moves in response to
user motions, and therefore may adjust his or her motions to
accomplish desired interactions with the user interface. In this
manner, calibration may be avoided, as a person may be
trained to adjust for any differences between an intended user
interface interaction and an actual user interface interaction
by observing the motion of the avatar. This may help to
reinforce effective user interface interaction methods. Addi-
tionally, in some embodiments configured for use by multiple
persons at one time, an avatar for each user may be presented,
wherein the avatar for the person or persons currently in
control of the user interface may be visually distinguished
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from the avatars for persons not in control of the user inter-
face. Each of these features are described in more detail
below.

FIG. 1 illustrates embodiments of an example computing
system 100 and user interface 102. The computing system
100 comprises a computing device 104 (e.g. a video game
console, desktop or laptop computer, or other suitable
device), a display 106 (e.g. a television, monitor, etc.) on
which the user interface 102 is displayed, and an input device
108 configured to detect user inputs.

As described in more detail below, the input device 108
may comprise various sensors configured to provide input
data to the computing device 104. Examples of sensors that
may be included in the input device 106 include, but are not
limited to, a depth-sensing camera, a video camera, and/or a
directional audio input device such as a directional micro-
phone array. In embodiments that comprise a depth-sensing
camera, the computing device 102 may be configured to
locate persons in image data acquired from a depth-sensing
camera tracking, and to track motions of identified persons to
identify recognized gestures. Gesture inputs, speech inputs,
and/or combinations thereof may be used to interact with
applications running on the computing device 102. For
example, where computing device 102 is a video game con-
sole executing an interactive entertainment application, users
may control motions of characters displayed on the display
106 via gestures detected by a depth sensor on input device
106.

Further, users also may interact with interactive controls on
a user interface displayed on the display 106 via gestures.
FIG. 1 shows a schematic representation of an array of inter-
active controls including example interactive control 110.
Such interactive user interface controls may, for example,
comprise graphical elements with two or more states that may
be changed by user interaction. In many user interfaces, such
controls are manipulated via a cursor or the like as controlled
by a cursor control device, such as a mouse, trackball, hand-
held motion sensor, etc. However, as described above, diffi-
culties may be encountered when user inputs are made via
user motions detected via a depth-sensing camera, as the user
motion as perceived by the camera may vary depending upon
user size, location, orientation relative to the input device 108,
and other factors.

Therefore, to assist users in interacting with user interface
elements, and also to help users learn how user interface
interaction gestures are interpreted by the computing device
104, user interface comprises an avatar 120 displayed as
facing the user interface controls. Motion of the avatar 120
tracks motion of a person currently using the system (“user”)
122, such that the user may move a limb to cause motion of a
limb of the avatar relative to the user interface controls. This
provides feedback to the user 122 regarding how the avatar’s
limb motions respond to the user’s limb motions, and there-
fore may help the user to interact with the user interface, as the
user can adjust movements to achieve a desired avatar move-
ment, as described in more detail below. In the depicted
embodiment, the avatar is displayed as facing the person
whom the avatar represents. However, in other embodiments,
the avatar may face in any other suitable direction.

The limb of the avatar 122 further may be configured to
change configuration when brought into proximity with a
user interface element, such as user interface element 110, to
indicate to the user 120 that interaction with the user interface
element may be performed. For example, a hand of the avatar
120 may change color, position, etc. when close enough to a
user interface element to interact with the user interface ele-
ment. In one more specific embodiment, a hand of the avatar
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120 may close over a user interface element to indicate that
interaction with the user interface element is enabled.

The avatar 122 may have any suitable appearance. For
example, in some embodiments, the avatar 122 may be a
literal image of the user as detected via the input device 108,
while in other embodiments, the avatar 122 may have an
artistic, non-literal appearance. Where the avatar 122 has an
artistic, non-literal appearance, the avatar’s appearance may
be derived from the image of the user as detected via the input
device 108, may be based upon an avatar stored in a profile
associated with the user, or may be determined in any other
manner.

Prior to discussing the presentation of such user interfaces
in more detail, an example embodiment of a computing sys-
tem environment 200 is described with reference to FIG. 2.
Computing system environment 200 shows computing
device 104 as client computing device 1. Computing system
environment 200 also comprises the display 106 and input
device 108, and an entertainment server 202 to which com-
puting device 104 is connected via a network 204. Further,
other client computing devices connected to the network are
illustrated at 206 and 208 as an arbitrary number n of other
client computing devices. In this manner, the computing
device 104 may run locally stored applications, may run
applications accessed on the entertainment server 202, and/or
may interact with other client devices 206, 208. It will be
understood that the embodiment of FIG. 2 is presented for the
purpose of example, and that any other suitable computing
system environment may be used, including non-networked
environments.

Computing device 104 is illustrated as comprising a logic
subsystem 210 and a data-holding subsystem 212. Logic
subsystem 210 may include one or more physical devices
configured to execute one or more instructions. For example,
the logic subsystem may be configured to execute one or more
instructions that are part of one or more programs, routines,
objects, components, data structures, or other logical con-
structs. Such instructions may be implemented to perform a
task, implement a data type, transform the state of one or more
devices, or otherwise arrive at a desired result. The logic
subsystem may include one or more processors that are con-
figured to execute software instructions. Additionally or alter-
natively, the logic subsystem may include one or more hard-
ware or firmware logic machines configured to execute
hardware or firmware instructions. The logic subsystem may
optionally include individual components that are distributed
throughout two or more devices, which may be remotely
located in some embodiments.

Data-holding subsystem 212 may include one or more
physical devices, which may be non-transitory, and which are
configured to hold data and/or instructions executable by the
logic subsystem to implement the herein described methods
and processes. When such methods and processes are imple-
mented, the state of data-holding subsystem 212 may be
transformed (e.g., to hold different data). Data-holding sub-
system 212 may include removable media and/or built-in
devices. Data-holding subsystem 212 may include optical
memory devices, semiconductor memory devices, and/or
magnetic memory devices, among others. Data-holding sub-
system 212 may include devices with one or more of the
following characteristics: volatile, nonvolatile, dynamic,
static, read/write, read-only, random access, sequential
access, location addressable, file addressable, and content
addressable. In some embodiments, logic subsystem 210 and
data-holding subsystem 212 may be integrated into one or
more common devices, such as an application specific inte-
grated circuit or a system on a chip. FIG. 2 also shows an



US 9,292,083 B2

5

aspect of the data-holding subsystem 212 in the form of
computer-readable removable medium 214, which may be
used to store and/or transfer data and/or instructions execut-
able to implement the herein described methods and pro-
cesses. [t will be understood that the entertainment server 202
and other client devices 206, 208 also may comprise logic and
data-holding subsystems as described herein.

Display 106 may be used to present a visual representation
of data held by data-holding subsystem 212. As the herein
described methods and processes change the data held by the
data-holding subsystem 212, and thus transform the state of
the data-holding subsystem 212, the state of the display 204
may likewise be transformed to visually represent changes in
the underlying data. The display 204 may include one or more
display devices utilizing virtually any type of technology.
Such display devices may be combined with logic subsystem
210 and/or data-holding subsystem 212 in a shared enclosure,
or, as depicted in FIG. 1, may be peripheral to the computing
device 104.

The depicted input device 108 comprises a depth sensor
220, such as a depth-sensing camera, an image sensor 222,
such as a video camera, and a directional microphone array
224. Inputs received from the depth sensor 220 allow the
computing device 104 to locate any persons in the field of
view of the depth sensor 220, and also to track the motions of
any such persons over time. The image sensor 222 is config-
ured to capture visible images within a same field of view, or
an overlapping field of view, as the depth sensor 220, and the
directional microphone array 224 allows a direction from
which a speech input is received to be determined, and there-
fore may be used in combination with depth data and/or video
data to determine a user from which a speech input is
received.

It will be appreciated that the particular sensors shown in
FIG. 2 are presented for the purpose of example, and are not
intended to be limiting in any manner, as any other suitable
sensor may be included in input device 106. Further, while the
figures herein depict the depth sensor 220, image sensor 222,
and directional microphone array 224 as being included in a
common housing, it will be understood that one or more of
these components may be located in a physically separate
housing from the others.

Referring briefly back to FIG. 1, a single user is depicted in
front of the input device 108. However, in some embodi-
ments, tWo or more users may be participating in a multi-user
interactive experience with computing device 102. When
using a user interface in such situations, there may be some
ambiguity as to which player has control of the user interface
atany time. To help avoid such ambiguities, in some embodi-
ments, each user within a field of view of the input device 108
may be represented by a different avatar on the user interface.
Further, the avatar of the person or persons in control may be
visually distinguished from the other avatars so that there is
no ambiguity regarding which user or users has or have the
ability to interact with the user interface.

FIGS. 3 and 4 depict an embodiment of a user interface 300
adapted for use with two or more users at one time, and also
depict shows two users 302, 304 standing in front of the input
device 108. First regarding FIG. 3, user 302 is depicted as in
control of the user interface. As such, the avatar 306 repre-
senting user 302 is shown in an interactive pose, wherein a
limb of the avatar 306 is extended toward the interactive
elements of the user interface. In contrast, the avatar 308
representing user 304 is shown in a non-interactive pose,
wherein the limbs of the avatar 308 are not extended toward
the interactive elements of the user interface. It will be under-
stood that the avatar representing the user in control of the
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user interface may be distinguished in any suitable manner
from the avatar representing the user or users not in control of
the user interface. For example, the avatar representing the
user in control of the user interface may be depicted as larger,
less transparent, oriented differently, in different colors, etc.
compared to the avatar or avatars representing the user or
users not in control of the user interface.

The computing system 102 may determine which user is in
control of user interface 300 in any suitable manner. For
example, the computing system 102 apply various heuristics
to the depth data, image data, speech data and/or other input
data received from an input device or devices to determine an
intent of a user to assume control of the user interface 300. As
one more specific example, the computing system 102 may
interpret the gesture of a user extending a limb toward the
input device 108 as manifesting an intent to control the user
interface 300. This is depicted is FIG. 4 by user 304 extending
a limb while the limb of user 302 is retracted compared to the
pose of user 302 in FIG. 3. In response, the avatar 308 repre-
senting user 304 is shown with a limb extended toward a user
interface element, while the avatar 306 representing user 302
is shown with limbs not extended toward the user interface
elements. While the depicted embodiments shows two users
interacting with a user interface, it will be understood that
three or more users may interact in a similar manner with a
user interface according to the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of a method 500 of present-
ing a user interface for a computing device. Method 500 first
comprises, at 502, receiving depth data, and at 504, locating a
person in the depth data. As indicated at 506, in some embodi-
ments, a plurality of persons may be located in the depth data.
Next, as indicated at 508, method 500 comprises mapping a
physical space in front of a person (or, where a plurality of
persons are located, mapping a physical space in front of each
person, or in front of a person determined to be in control of
the user interface) to a screen of a display device on which the
user interface is presented.

The mapping of the physical space of the person to the
display screen space allows movements of a person’s limb or
limbs to be translated into movements of corresponding limbs
of an avatar on the user interface. The physical space of the
person may be mapped in any suitable manner. For example,
a length of the person’s limb may first be estimated from the
depth data via skeletal tracking, as indicted at 510. This may
involve the determination of the height, orientation, position,
distance from the depth-sensing camera, angle of person rela-
tive to depth-sensing camera, location of head and shoulders,
and other such quantities regarding the person. Then, at 512,
an extent of a potential range of motion of the person’s limb
from the perspective of the depth-sensing camera may be
estimated based upon the estimated length of the person’s
limb. Then the potential range of motion of the person’s limb
may be mapped to the display screen. It will be understood
that the above-described method for mapping a person’s
physical space to a display space is presented for the purpose
of'example, and is not intended to be limiting in any manner.
It will further be understood that the term “mapping to a
display screen” and the like refer to mapping the physical
space in front of the user’s body to an array of pixels of the
resolution of the display device.

Continuing with FIG. 5, method 500 next includes, at 514
forming an image of the avatar to be displayed on the user
interface. As mentioned above, the avatar image may corre-
spond to a literal image of a person as detected by a visible
image sensor (e.g. a video or still camera), or may correspond
to an artistic rendering of the person, e.g. via an avatar file
stored in a user profile. Forming the image of the avatar may
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include determining where the avatar’s hand should be posi-
tioned relative on the user interface by translating the position
of'the user’s hand to the position of the avatar’s hand via the
mapping of the user’s physical space to the display screen
space. Forming the image of the avatar also may include
posing of a skeletal model that represents the avatar’s body,
rendering the model via depth-of-field-related effects, blur
(focal or motion), alpha transparency, color intensity, and
other such steps.

Where a plurality of persons are detected in the depth data,
method 500 may comprise, at 516, determining which person
is manifesting an intent to control the user interface. Such an
intent may be determined in any suitable manner, including
but not limited to via analysis of a user’s limb gestures (e.g.
extending a limb toward the screen), a user’s distance from
the screen (e.g. which person is closest to the screen), analysis
of voice commands (e.g. detecting a speech command
requesting control of the user interface, using directional
audio information to determine the person from which the
command was received), and/or using any other suitable
information. Then, at 518, method 500 may comprise form-
ing an image comprising a plurality of avatars, wherein the
avatar that represents the person in control of the user inter-
face is visually distinguished from avatars representing per-
sons not in control of the user interface. The avatar represent-
ing the person in control of the user interface may be visually
distinguished from the other avatars in any suitable manner,
including but not limited to size, posture, color, transparency,
blur, location on display screen relative to user interface and
other avatars, etc.

Continuing with FIG. 5, method 500 comprises, at 520,
outputting to a display an image of a user interface compris-
ing an interactive control, and at 522, outputting an image of
the avatar facing the user interface control (e.g. by overlaying
or underlaying the image of the avatar onto the image of the
user interface). As indicated at 524, the image of the avatar
may be presented such that it faces outwardly toward the
person represented by the avatar. A transparency of the avatar
and user interface elements and/or other graphical character-
istic(s) may be adjusted to create a desired visual effect
regarding relative locations of the avatar and user interface
elements. The avatar image may be oriented directly toward
the user interface, or may match the orientation of the user
(e.g. if the user is not directly facing the depth-sensing cam-
era). In other embodiments, the image of the avatar may be
positioned in front of the user interface from a user’s perspec-
tive such that the avatar faces away from the user. Further,
various visual effects, such as blur, may be applied to the
image of the avatar to facilitate the display of the user inter-
face for user comprehension. In either case, it will be noted
that the avatar image may not be a direct representation of the
user (i.e. a direct reflection where the avatar faces the user),
but instead may be modified in position, orientation, etc. to
better represent interactions between the avatar and the user
interface.

Next, method 500 comprises, at 526, detecting a motion of
the person in control of the user interface. The motion may be
a motion of the limb of the person, as indicated at 528, or any
other suitable motion. The motion may be determined by
skeletal tracking techniques based upon the depth data
received from the depth-sensing camera, or in any other suit-
able manner. Then, at 530, method 500 comprises forming an
animated representation of the avatar interacting with the user
interface control based upon the motion of the person, and, at
532, outputting an animated representation of the avatar inter-
acting with the user interface control. The term “interacting
with” may signify that the avatar moves relative to the user
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interface control (e.g. either closer to or farther from the user
interface control), that the avatar enters into or exits from an
interaction-enabled state wherein the avatar can manipulate
the user interface control, or any other suitable motion or
actiononthe user interface. As a more specific example, when
a hand of the avatar touches a user interface control, the hand
may change in configuration (e.g. grip the user interface
control, or extend one or more fingers to press a user interface
control configured as a button), in color, brightness, size, or in
any other suitable manner.

Likewise, the animated representation of the avatar may be
produced in any suitable manner. For example, inverse kine-
matics may be utilized to determine the configuration of the
avatar’s limb based upon a mapping of a location of the
avatar’s hand based upon the location of the user’s hand as
determined from skeletal tracking.

In some embodiments, as indicated at 534, a motion of the
avatar’s limb may be biased toward a user interface element
as it approaches the user interface element. This may facilitate
use of the user interface by guiding the motion of the avatar
toward interactive elements. An example of this is illustrated
schematically in FIG. 6, where the linear horizontal move-
ment of a person’s hand 600 causes motion of an avatar’s
hand 602 in a same general horizontal direction. However, as
the avatar’s hand approaches a user interface element 604,
movement of the avatar’s hand 602 is biased toward the user
interface element and away from the horizontal direction of
the user’s hand 600. It will be understood that the specific
embodiment of FIG. 6 is presented for the purpose of
example, and is not intended to be limiting in any manner.

Returning to FIG. 5, in embodiments in which a plurality of
persons may interact with the user interface, method 500 may
comprise, at 536, detecting a user input configured to change
which person is in control of the user interface. Any suitable
input may be configured to cause such a change, including
gesture-based inputs (e.g. a user extending a limb toward the
user interface, stepping closer to the user interface, etc.),
and/or speech inputs that may be associated with users in the
field of view of the depth-sensing camera via directional
audio data. In response to such an input, method 500 com-
prises, at 538, changing which avataris visually distinguished
from the other avatars to reflect the change in person control-
ling the user interface. As described above, such a change
may comprise changing a size, posture, color, transparency,
blur, or any other suitable characteristic of the images of the
avatars. It will be understood that two or more avatars may
interact with a user interface at any one time. In such a case,
all currently active avatars may be displayed in a manner that
visually signifies that the avatars may interact with the user
interface.

The above-described embodiments may help to facilitate
the use of a user interface controlled via gestures detected by
a depth-sensing camera, and also may help to reinforce user
gesture behaviors that result in successful user interface navi-
gation. It is to be understood that the configurations and/or
approaches described herein are presented for the purpose of
example, and that these specific embodiments are not to be
considered in a limiting sense, because numerous variations
are possible. The specific routines or methods described
herein may represent one or more of any number of process-
ing strategies. As such, various acts illustrated may be per-
formed in the sequence illustrated, in other sequences, in
parallel, or in some cases omitted. Likewise, the order of the
above-described processes may be changed.

The subject matter of the present disclosure includes all
novel and nonobvious combinations and subcombinations of
the various processes, systems and configurations, and other
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features, functions, acts, and/or properties disclosed herein,
as well as any and all equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. In a computing device, a method of presenting a user
interface, the method comprising:

receiving depth data from a depth-sensing camera;

locating a plurality of persons in the depth data;

determining a selected person of the plurality of persons to
be in control of the user interface relative to one or more
other persons of the plurality of persons from one or
more of a posture and a gesture of the selected person in
the depth data relative to the one or more other persons
of'the plurality of persons, the one or more of the posture
and the gesture comprising one or more characteristics
indicative of an intent of the selected person to assume
control of the user interface;

forming an image of an avatar representing the selected

person;

outputting to the display device an image of a user inter-

face, the user interface comprising an interactive user
interface control;

outputting to the display device the image of the avatar

such that the avatar appears to face the user interface
control;

detecting a motion of the selected person via the depth data;

and

outputting to the display device an animated representation

of the avatar interacting with the user interface control
based upon the motion of the selected person.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the image of
the avatar comprises outputting the image of the avatar such
that the avatar appears to face the selected person.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein detecting the motion of
the selected person comprises detecting a motion of a limb of
the selected person, and wherein forming an animated repre-
sentation of the avatar comprises forming an animated repre-
sentation of a limb of the avatar moving relative to the user
interface control.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising mapping the
physical space in front of the selected person by performing
skeletal tracking of the selected person, determining an ori-
entation and size of the selected person from the skeletal
tracking of the selected person, and determining an estimated
extent of limb motion of the selected person from a perspec-
tive of the depth-sensing camera.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting to the display
device the image of the avatar comprises outputting images of
a plurality of avatars such that a selected avatar representing
the selected person is visually distinguished from other ava-
tars representing other persons.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the selected avatar is
visually distinguished by one or more of size, location in the
image, and posture relative to the other avatars.

7. The method of claim 5, further comprising detecting an
input configured to cause a change of person in control of the
user interface, and in response, changing which avatar is
visually distinguished from the other avatars, wherein the
input configured to cause the change of person in control of
the user interface comprises one or more of a gesture and a
posture.

8. A computing device, comprising:

a processor; and

memory comprising instructions executable by the proces-

sor to:
receive depth data from a depth-sensing camera;
locate a plurality of persons in the depth data;
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determine a selected person of the plurality of persons to
be in control of the user interface relative to one or
more other persons of the plurality of persons from
one or more of a posture and a gesture of the selected
person in the depth data relative to the one or more
other persons of the plurality of persons, the one or
more of the posture and the gesture comprising one or
more characteristics indicative of an intent of the
selected person to assume control of the user inter-
face;

form an image of an avatar representing the selected
person;

output to the display device an image of a user interface,
the user interface comprising an interactive user inter-
face control,;

output to the display device the image of the avatar such
that the avatar appears to face the user interface con-
trol;

detect a motion of the selected person via the depth data;
and

output to the display device an animated representation
of'the avatar interacting with the user interface control
based upon the motion of the selected person.

9. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to output the image of the avatar such that
the avatar appears to face the selected person.

10. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to detect the motion of the selected per-
son by detecting a motion of'a limb of the selected person, and
to form an animated representation of the avatar by forming
an animated representation of a limb of the avatar moving
relative to the user interface control.

11. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the instruc-
tions are further executable to map the physical space in front
of the selected person by performing skeletal tracking of the
selected person, determine an orientation and size of the
selected person from the skeletal tracking of the selected
person, and determine an estimated extent of limb motion of
the selected person from a perspective of the depth-sensing
camera.

12. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to output to the display device the image
of the avatar by outputting images of a plurality of avatars
such that a selected avatar representing the selected person is
visually distinguished from other avatars representing other
persons.

13. The computing device of claim 12, wherein the selected
avatar is visually distinguished by one or more of size, loca-
tion in the image, and posture relative to the other avatars.

14. The computing device of claim 8, wherein the instruc-
tions are further executable to detect an input configured to
cause a change of person in control of the user interface, and
in response, change which avatar is visually distinguished
from the other avatars, wherein the input configured to cause
the change of person in control of the user interface comprises
one or more of a gesture and a posture.

15. A storage device, comprising instructions executable
by a computing device to:

receive depth data from a depth-sensing camera;

locate a plurality of persons in the depth data;

determine a selected person of the plurality of persons to be

in control of the user interface relative to one or more
other persons of the plurality of persons from one or
more of a posture and a gesture of the selected person in
the depth data relative to the one or more other persons
of'the plurality of persons, the one or more of the posture
and the gesture comprising one or more characteristics
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indicative of an intent of the selected person to assume
control of the user interface;

form an image of an avatar representing the selected per-

son;

output to the display device an image of a user interface, the

user interface comprising an interactive user interface
control;

output to the display device the image of the avatar such

that the avatar appears to face the user interface control;
detect a motion of the selected person via the depth data;
and

output to the display device an animated representation of

the avatar interacting with the user interface control
based upon the motion of the selected person.

16. The storage device of claim 15, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to output the image of the avatar such that
the avatar appears to face the selected person.

17. The storage device of claim 15, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to detect the motion of the selected per-
son by detecting a motion of'a limb of the selected person, and
to form an animated representation of the avatar by forming
an animated representation of a limb of the avatar moving
relative to the user interface control.

12

18. The storage device of claim 15, wherein the instruc-
tions are further executable to map the physical space in front
of the selected person by performing skeletal tracking of the
selected person, determine an orientation and size of the
selected person from the skeletal tracking of the selected
person, and determine an estimated extent of limb motion of
the selected person from a perspective of the depth-sensing
camera.

19. The storage device of claim 15, wherein the instruc-
tions are executable to output to the display device the image
of the avatar by outputting images of a plurality of avatars
such that a selected avatar representing the selected person is
visually distinguished from other avatars representing other
persons.

20. The storage device of claim 15, wherein the instruc-
tions are further executable to detect an input configured to
cause a change of person in control of the user interface, and
in response, change which avatar is visually distinguished
from the other avatars, wherein the input configured to cause
the change of person in control of the user interface comprises
one or more of a gesture and a posture.
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